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compelled to believe that your philanthropic purposes have not been carried out by those now in control there.
Previous to the opening of the school in that building, a system of securing attendance upon the schools was established, leaving no children of suitable age to attend school except nonresidents about the streets. From these schools at Hampton, Mill creek, Slabtown, and other places, by a military order, there have been forcibly detailed four hundred and thirty-six (436) of the best scholars and places in the Government school. The practical result has been a very considerable diminution in the number of children taught in that district, as the average number present at the Govt. school is reported as but little more than half the number detailed from our schools, and the detailed scholars were among the best and most punctual.
The cause seems to be a lack of interest and adaptation on the part of the persons having charge of the Govt. School. The education of an oppressed race requires a deeper interest than they manifest. The changes that have taken place in that department have led this association to ask of Gen. Howard that that building and school be placed under the care of the teachers of this association, and we pledge ourselves to furnish, without expense to the Govt., teachers and schools acceptable to the Bureau, sufficient for the instruction of all children of suitable age in that immediate district. Believing as I sincerely do that your intentions will be far more extensively and faithfully carried out under the teachers who have given these scholars all the instruction they have hitherto enjoyed, and between whom and the children is mutual good will, than under the present management: I respectfully but earnestly beg of you to give us the aid of your influence in favor of such transfer, by a line to me which I may be at liberty to show to Gen. Howard.
Yours urith high esteem, GEO. WHIPPLB, A. M. A.
P. S. If needed, I would refer you to Capt. O. Brown, of Norfolk, Capt. James of Newbern, N.C., or Capt. Wilder, all of whom have care for the colored man, by authority of your appointment. G. W.
From General Butter
LO-WTILL, May 3, 1865
To Hon. D. K. CABTBB, WASHINGTON, D.C.
DEAR JUDGE: Enclosed you will find a note to the President. Read, and if you approve it, as I have no doubt you will,